vi                             PREFACE
an accurate means of noting the chemical
reactions described. Any subject of study
develops technical terms and methods, and it
is not advisable to evade them or the subject
has to be re-learnt later on.
The fact that large-scale operations have
been described has necessitated pictures of the
plant used. These have been simplified so
far as possible, and in most cases show the         ^
structures in section.   I have to thank my wife         !
for preparing the drawings.                                     f
The reader must not expect to be able
either to start a chemical works or pass an
examination after reading this book. If he
achieves some appreciation of the methods of
chemistry and the way substances behave, its
object will have been achieved.
For those who wish to know more than is
here presented, lists of books are included at
the end of some of the sections and at the end
of the book. Similarly, some few chapters
have summaries at the end; the reader is
invited to summarise the others as a means of
consolidating what he has learnt.
I have to thank many friends who have
helped me to write the following pages, some
personally, others in their books.
P. C, -Lt TKOENE.